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yla finds a great friend 
in Jamie on her first 
day ot school. Then 
she makes the cheer- 
leading squad, and 
suddenly the most 
popular clique of girls in her grade 
invites her to join them. Before she 
knows it, she’s left Jamie behind. 

Its one thing to be popular and 
to belong to the group everyone else 
wishes they belonged to, but Lyla 
knows bullying when she sees it—and 
when she witnesses her new “friends” 
viciously teasing Jamie and other kids 
on Facebook, Lyla decides she wants 
nothing to do with them. The only 
problem is, no one dumps these girls— 
and now they’re out for revenge. 

Patricia Polacco has taken up the 
cause against bullies ever since Thank 
You , Mr. Falker, and her passion shines 
through in this powerful story of a girl 
who finds the courage to stand up for 
a friend. LA 
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“You need to get both, Lyla . . . that’s how you stay connected with 
the world! Get a Facebook page, too. I have one,” he said enthusiastically. 

It turned out Jamie was a computer nut! He knew everything there 
was to know about computers, and he promised to set me up if I could 
convince my parents to give me a cell phone and laptop. 
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TO mV READERS: 


“I’ve been visiting schools for 


twenty-one years now, and in this time 


I have observed bullying increasing 
and escalating among children. A new 
alarming component is their ability 
to single out other children instantly 
through electronic devices. This type 
of teasing is particularly horrifying 
because it can be done secretly, without 
the observation of teachers or parents, 
and because it invites the entire school 
to weigh in—and often, the victim has 
no idea who the accuser is. 

“I myself was a victim of teasing 
because of my learning disabilities. In 
my case, this involved only a few other 
children. But if e-mail, text messaging, 
blogging, and tweeting had existed in 
my time, I would have felt the entire 
world was scrutinizing and passing 
judgment on me. I wrote this book on 
behalf of children everywhere.” 






Patricia Polacco is the much-loved creator of over 
fifty picture books, including many regarded as 
classics: Pink and Say , Thank You , Mr. Falker ■ 
The Junkyard Wonders , and many others. She 
lives in Union City, Michigan. 

www.patriciapolacco.com 

Jacket art © 2012 by Patricia Polacco 

Reinforced Binding 
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